
solar
Hello,

Sun, sails and a sea breeze – it’s all a 
modern ferry needs, says Tim Thwaites



solar
“The plan was to win the solar boat race, build  
a boat for Sydney Harbour for the 2000 Olympics 
and commercialise the technology”

On sun alone the Solar Sailor cruises at 5 knots.  
Raising the sails can add another 3 knots



Scary money

“The solar panels will save the operators 
around 10,600 litres of diesel a year. Using the 
wind will save them another 20,000 litres” 



Tim Thwaites is a science writer and broadcaster 
based in Melbourne, Australia

Crew not required
“Dane’s eco-friendly company is now worth 
about A$40 million, and will operate on the 
second-biggest ferry route in the world ” 

Unlike vessels using marine diesel engines, Solar Sailor 
emits no pollution in port for a safer, cleaner trip


